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Dest Retatives,

well, Aunt Helen has the YCR and the Ann of Green Gables and the Ann of Avonles tapes end there's
money te buy either more tapes or gift certificates to 5 video store or PASS {can't forget the
Tigers). Aunt Helen was thrilled, both of the items and the thought. She sent me & Tetter and
stamps, interding that | would send it "round-Robin," but | thought it was essier to photecopy it.
Just imagine the Nlowers yellow and orenge with green leaves.

I reslized too late thet | might have been making her children look neglectiul. They really
weren't. Aunt Helen did have an older black and white TV sfter her color one died snd | think she
tries to be independent, though she accepts gifts gracefully.

Last week was winter bresk so | went Horth to Kathryn and Lloyd's for s few days_. Aunt Helen and
& friend of mine, Ardys Hayden, went with me {actuslly we took Ardys’ csr). Ardys visits her
sister just down the rosd from Kethruyn and Aunt Helen staged with Unk. Unk seems to be confented
slone. Peg comes every other weekend snd Jim ard Debbie look in often. Somebody deserted e
RUppY rear his place, so now he has Skunky. | think she must be part Border Collie. She'se
bright, impish puppy, currentiy in the shoslsce- untying stsge, and Unk is enjoying her. The
Benghausers ard others have been including him in soctal events, 30 he's not too isolated. Aunt
Doris is plenning to be there for the summer. She hed surgery this winter to remove the
areurism and by-pass s clogged artery to the kidney. | hope thet will help her feel better and that
the two of them will get slong 8 little more happily.

The hard part of the visit to Unk was that Kathryn and | got stuck in that Tittle dip in his drivewsy.
We {ried every way imaginable 1o get the darn car out, backing up and taking & run, etc., but would
get stopped on the ice right sbout 6 inches from freedom. Aunt Helen wes running sround
sprinkling ashes and putting rugs under the wheels which we were spinning off into the wild blue
yonder. Unk was urging thet we stey over night so he could pull us out with the tractor in the
morning. Finally we gave up and called Lloyd who came out with the truck. He got in the car and
drove it out on the first tryl We were so mad. He could have at least had & 1itfle trouble!

The snow up Horth wes perfect and | went skiing in the woods every dey. Mary Kay came up for the
weekend, After ¢ stressful yesr with g fertility clinic, she and Dary! are expecting. As you can
imagine, they're thrilled.

e stopped st Johnay snd Carols on the way back. They bed dinner waiting and we had & good visit.
Johnny continues to feel better. He and Ardys got lsughing. During his radiation trestment the
"spol,” which heppens to be where he sits, got more and mere burned and nothing seemed to ease
the pain. Then one of his secretaries brought him some Bag Balm, which did the trick. Bag Balm
ig the stuff farmers put on cows utters to keep them soft so milking is easier on the tow. Ardys,
whio grew up in Flynn Yalley, & part of Alcons County thet mekes Spruce Yook upper-crust, had
siso experienced the healing power of Bsg Balm. t’i/«s}&ﬂmughi t%{wme conversation was gross.

Carol went right back to work, which she ssus i3 helping with the'ﬂaﬂg- pin of losing both parents

this year, but it's tough a3 most of us know. ‘ _ /
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